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Track types Elevation profile

Asphalt 0 mi

Dirt road 1.6 mi

Forested/wil
d trail

0 mi

Path 1.5 mi

Road 0 mi

Unknown 0.3 mi
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route data
Hiking route
Distance 3.4 mi

Duration 1:35 h

Ascent 266 ft

Descent 279 ft

Difficulty easy

Stamina
requirements

Technical
difficulty

Altitude

712 ft

988 ft

Best time of year

DECNOVOCT

SEPAUGJUL

JUNMAYAPR

MARFEBJAN

Ratings
Authors

Experience

Landscape

More route data

Properties

Scenic Dog-friendly
Awards

Round trip

Refreshment stops available

Family-friendly

Source
North York Moors National Park

The Old Vicarage, Bondgate
YO62 5BP Helmsley
York
Phone 01439 772700
Fax
general@northyorkmoors.org.uk
https://www.northyorkmoors.org.u
k/

The classic walk from Sutton Bank National Park
Centre takes you to the famous turf-cut hillside

landmark, the Kilburn White Horse.

It’s a 3-mile route that follows the dramatic
escarpment edge for magnificent views, then drops
down on woodland paths beneath the cliffs before
climbing back up beside the horse itself. The finest
view in England, thought local author James Herriott –
what do you think?

Safety information
The route along the escarpment follows an unfenced
cliff edge and runs beside the gliding club landing area
– please keep your dog on a lead at all times on this
path.

Please consider other walkers and clean up after your
dog!

Equipment
Walking shoes.

Additional information

Map
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OS Explorer OL26

Tips and suggestions
Kilburn White Horse

Kilburn White Horse is the most northerly turf-cut
figure in Britain and one of the most famous landmarks
in North Yorkshire. At 314 feet long and 228 feet high
it’s easily visible from the south, below Sutton Bank,
and while it’s difficult to get a sense of its scale from
the path on the escarpment edge above, there are
steps down the side which give a closer view. It dates
from 1857, when the outline of the horse was marked
out by the Kilburn village schoolmaster and his pupils.
The horse was then cut into the limestone underneath
– to make it more visible today, chalk chippings are
added at intervals.

Yorkshire Gliding Club

Members of the Yorkshire Gliding Club have flocked to
Sutton Bank since 1933 to take advantage of the air
rising up and over the escarpment edge. In fact the
shape of the land is so suitable for gliding that the Club
altitude record stands at over 33,000 feet. As you follow
the escarpment edge you might see gliders taking off
and landing on the grassy land to the east of the path.
It is never safe to walk on to this land. Gliders approach
the field from any direction and they are silent, so you
will have no warning to get out of the way.

Did you know? The White Horse is 314 feet (96 metres)
long and 228 feet (70 metres) high. In fact, 24 people
could sit on the patch of grass which forms the horse’s
eye (though please don’t – you should keep off the
horse to avoid eroding the hillside).

Refreshments: There’s a café at the National Park
Centre. Nearest pub is the Forresters’ Arms in Kilburn (5
miles/8km south, travelling via Sutton Bank).

Tourist information: Sutton Bank National Park Centre

Terrain: The start of the walk involves crossing a busy
main road – take great care. The route out and back
along the escarpment edge follows a hard, compacted,
level path, with no gates or stiles. The descent into the
woods can be muddy and slippery when wet. There’s
also a steep ascent, up stone steps, by the side of the
White Horse.

Great for: big-sky views, list-tickers

Time: 2 hours

Toilets: Start/Finish of walk

www.northyorkmoors.org.uk

Turn-by-turn directions

Starting point / trailhead

Sutton Bank National Park Centre car park

Coordinates:

DD: 54.240604, -1.208818

DMS: 54°14'26.2"N 1°12'31.7"W

UTM: 30U 616727 6011772

w3w: ///pampered.positive.wades

Point of arrival

Sutton Bank National Park Centre car park

Turn-by-turn directions
1 From near the National Park Centre, cross the A170
(with care!), following signs for the Cleveland Way and
White Horse.

2 Follow the path on the opposite side of the main
road for approximately 100m

3 Bear left away from the road and continue past the
Battle of Byland Memorial following the path along the
escarpment edge.

4 Opposite the gliding information panel, follow the
path on the right, diagonally down the scarp edge.

5 At the bottom (just past the bench), bear left at the
junction, along the woodland path. Continue ahead,
under the escarpment edge.

6 Bear uphill and to the left (red waymarker). Continue
straight on to reach the White Horse car park and then
climb the steps by the side of the White Horse to the
top of the escarpment edge.

7 Turn left and follow the path back to the National
Park Centre.

Points of Interest
 Visitor Center

1  Sutton Bank National Park Centre
Sutton Bank
YO7 2EH Thirsk

01845 597426

suttonbank@northyorkmoors.org.uk
https://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/visiti
ng/see-and-do/sutton-bank-national-
park-centre
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Source: North York Moors National Park

 Historical Site
2  Kilburn White Horse
https://www.hows.org.uk/personal/hillfigs
/kilb/kilburn.htm
Source: North York Moors National Park

 E-Bike Charging Station
3  E-Bike Charging Station - Sutton

Bank National Park Centre
Source: North York Moors National Park

 Air Sports
4  Yorkshire Gliding Club
https://www.ygc.co.uk/
Source: North York Moors National Park

Waypoints

2
Cross the main road (take care!) and walk down the signposted path
marked ‘Cleveland Way, White Horse, 1m’.

4
Opposite the gliding information panel follow the path on the right,
diagonally down the scarp edge.

5
At the bottom (just past the bench), bear left at the junction, along
the woodland path. Continue ahead, under the escarpment edge.

6
Bear uphill and to the left (red waymarker). Continue straight on to
reach the White Horse car park and then climb the steps by the side
of the White Horse to the top of the escarpment edge.

7
Turn left and follow the path back to the National Park Centre.

1
From near the National Park Centre courtyard, follow the ‘Sutton
Bank Mini Moorland Trail’ to the car park by the main road.
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