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The cool
hotel guide
The Pheasant
Hotel Harome,

North Yorkshire

nacold winter’sevening
there can befewmore
comfortable spotsthan
thebar of the Pheasant.
Logs crackled ona
roaringopen fireina
room with alow ceiling
and exposed beams. Candlesflickered as
couples played dominoes on coffee tables
made of old trunks. Kids played board
games and City typessat conspiratorially
in corners (the Pheasantseemsto attract
well-connected well-to-dos. .. Inoticed
several Rothschilds on the checking-in
list). “Thosestockslook on the up,” said
oneaswepassedtothebartopick up.
glasses ofrioja. “Xis going so well —itwas
arealleap of faith takinghim on,”the
conversation continued aswepassed
backtoalitileseatinacorner.

Wesat down, takinginthedimly it, cosy :

scenes; theaffluentatplay in their
corduroys and pink jumpers. Stuffed
pheasants provided decoration, with
pictures of the countryside, some showing
hunterswith guns held aloft.

After ourwine, we walked acrossa
gravel courtyard (thebuildingusedtobea
blacksmith'sforge, datingfrom the17th
century)and checked out theindoor
heated swimmingpool. Thiswasinan
outhousenexttoa cottagewith two
family-sized rooms, and a small spa
offering massages, manicures and facials.
Inside, the steamy kidney-shaped pool
surrounded by cushioned deckchairs
looked invitingly warm.

Wewandered onto theback ofthe
hotel andfoundalovely pond witha
grassbank leading down to the water.
Thenwereturnedin the darkness, past
rows of Range Roversand lines of
wellington boots outside the back door,
togototherestaurant.

The Pheasant, opened two yearsago,
hasawell-known sister hotel nearby:
the Star Inn. Peter Neville, one of the
co-owners of the Pheasant, wasthe head
chefatthe Star, which lives up toitsname
by having a Michelin star. So thefood at

: thePheasantissuperb. Anappetiser of
;- butternut and blue cheese soup (smooth
: andthe colour of aneggyolk) wasfollowed :
: byaterrine of confit pheasantand foie gras :
i withalovelysharp piccalilli, and tender

i goose cooked inburnthay (sosaid the

: waitress) with parsnip and apple. Itwasa
: perfectwinter’s meal.

Our magnolia-coloured room, with its

i oddbeige-tartan pattern carpetand
: creaky four-posterbed, was stylish, if

) : ratherbland. There wasan oatmeal sofa,a
: good Roberts digitalradio-stereoanda

bathroom with atub.
Thewallswerealittle thin (we could

: hearvoices) and everything was abit
: dusty,butfor £210 per couple, with

¢ breakfastand dinnerthrownin, itfelt
: likeagooddeal. Fora pleasantwinter
: warmer, lookno fartherthan

: thePheasant.
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